Savages.  Savages.  What Savages?

The European and the Native American

The English and the Native Americans.
I. Attitudes Regarding the Indians in the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries.  The following were written by Englishmen as they began to establish colonies. (1.)Read the statements and then describe the view of the English King and others who proposed English settlement in America. 
a. Francis Fletcher wrote in 1578 of the Native Americans “How grievous a thing it is, that [Native Americans] should by any meanes be so abused as all those are, whom the Spaniards have any command or power over.”
b. In 1587 Thomas Hariot wrote the following during his year at Roanoke.  “To confesse a truthe I cannot remember, that ever I saw better or quietter people than they.”  He also wrote that after  a Native American allegedly stole a silver cup “we burnt, and spoyled their corne, and towne, all the people beeing fledde.”
c. King James wrote as instructions for Virginia company that “all just, kind and charitable courses shall be holden with [Native Americans], as shall conforme themselves to any good and socialble traffique and dealing with the subjects of us,… whereby they may be the sooner drawne to the true knowledge of God, and the Obedience of us.” 
d. The Virginia Company wrote its aim was “to cover [the Native Americans’] naked miserie, with civill use of foode, and cloathing, and to traine them by gentle meanes, to those manuall artes and skill, which they so much affect, and doe admire to see in us.” Native Americans would be “most friendly welcome to conjoyne their labours with ours, and shall enjoy equall priviledges with us.”  Virginia Indians would experience none of the “stormes of raging cruelties” of the Spanish, but only “faire and loving meanes suting to our English Natures.” 
II. The Puritans and their relations with the Native Americans
a. The earliest Native Americans made some attempt to bring Christianity to the Native Americans.  Missionary efforts by John Eliot and others to convert the Native Americans of New England and the establishment of 4 praying villages in New England. The official seal of Massachusetts, which portrays an Indian as saying “come over and help us”.
b. Some New Englanders maintained positive attitudes towards the Native Americans.  (2) Describe the attitude and actions of Roger Williams regarding the Native Americans (textbook). 
c. Over time however the relationship worsened. The Puritans quoted two Bible passages to justify their actions in regard to the Native Americans.  Read them and (3) explain why the Puritans believed they had a right to the land of Native Americans. “Ask of me and I shall give thee, the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.” (Psalms 2:8)  “Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.” 
d. The Pequot War of 1637 destroyed the resistance of the Pequot people.  Read the following account. (4) Explain the attitude of the Puritan leader who wrote the passage. “Those that escaped the fire were slain with the sword; some hacked to pieces, others run through with their knives, so as they were quickly dispatched and very few escaped. It was conceived they thus destroyed about 400 at this time.  It was a fearful sight to see them thus frying in the fire, and the streams of blood quenching the same, and horrible was the stink and scent therof, but the victory seemed a sweet sacrifice and they gave the prayers therof to God, who had wrought so wonderfully for them, thus to enclose their enemies in their hands, and give them so speedy a victory over so proud and insulting an enemy.”   “It was supposed that no less than 600 Pequot souls were brought down to hell that  day." 
e. In 675, Metacom (called King Philip by the English) organized a confederation of New England Indians and attacked New England villages.  (5) What was the outcome of this King Philip’s War (textbook)?  

f. The attitude of the New Englanders may surprise you.  Read the following broadside displayed in Massachusetts in 1735. “A Proclamation.  Whereas the tribe of the Penobscot Indians have repeatedly in a perfidious manner acted contrary to their solemn submission unto the King…  I have thought fit to publish and do hereby promise, that there shall be paid out of the treasury to all and any the premiums and bounties following.  For every male above the age of twelve years that shall be taken fifty pounds.  For every scalp of a male above the age aforesaid, brought in as evidence of their being kill, forty pounds. For every female taken and brought in and for every male under age of twelve years, taken and brought in as aforesaid, twenty-five pounds. For every scalp of such female Indian or male Indian under the age of twelve years, that shall be killed and brought in as evidence of their being killed, twenty pounds.   God save the King.” (6) What was the purpose of this broadside?  What does it show of the attitudes of the people of New England? 
III. Native Americans and British Colonists outside of New England. You should know the history of the interactions of Indians and colonists in the following areas.  The stories are not the same
a. Virginia:  (7) Explain the clash between Virginians and Native Americans by answering the following: Who were the Indians of Virginia?  Why did relations between these groups decline? What was the cause and result of the Firsts Powahatan War? What was the most significant cause of the 1622 Indian uprising?  What was the attitude of the Virginians following the Indian Uprising of 1622? What was the result of the second Powhatan War? Why were Native Americans and the Virginians unable to coexist? 
b. Carolinas (8) What did the people of the Carolinas do with Indians living in the Carolinas? Be sure to explain the particular fate of the Tuscarora. 
c. Pennsylvania (9)  In what way did William Penn try to deal with the Native Americans?  Why did his policy fail? 
IV. The Legacy of Native American/ Puritan Wars in New England (to be discussed) . 

a. The following is from a Boston Globe article dated 12 – 31 – 99.  It is fascinating reading.  Think about whether this statue should be torn down.  Why do Americans associate scalping with Native American culture? 
“As monuments go, the one depicting Colonial heroine Hannah Dustin looks like any other, with one crucial exception; In her left hand she holds a fistful of human scalps.  The inscription underneath tells of her 1697 capture in an Indian raid and how she slew her captors as they slept – 10 women and children.  Later she returned for their scalps, having remembered they could fetch a bounty.  For her efforts Hannah Dustin, collected a monetary reward and a pewter tankard.  

“Americans certainly scalped Indians during the Revolution and after,” says Colin Calloway, who teaches history at Dartmouth College.  “They also stripped Indian corpses of skin.”  

New England is littered with evidence if you know where to look.  Some 35 miles north of the Hannah Dustin statue, at New Hampshire’s Rumney rest area off Route 25, a discreet historic marker reading “Baker River” tells of Lieutenant Thomas Baker and his scouting party, whose 1712 razing of a nearby Pemigewasset Indian village earned a scalp bounty of 40 pounds sterling.  The deed earned Baker a promotion to captain and a namesake river. 

In museums around the region, actual scalps were still available for viewing as recently as the 1980s.  Then in 1990, the federal government passed the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act which mandated the return of sacred Indian artifacts and of remains.  As museums combed through their collections, they found scalps that were clearly Indian….

Dartmouth’s Calloway said it is unclear whether New England tribes took scalps before contact with Europeans.  At least two tribal spokesmen say theirs did not.  Mashantucket Pequot spokesman Buddy Gwin says scalping “was not a practice traditional to first nations’ peoples” until becoming a “retaliatory act” against colonists.  John Brown, of the Narragansett Indians, said that bodily mutilation was considered “dishonorable” until it was “learned” from Europeans in the mid-17th century. …

Scalping continued up to the Revolutionary War, with Englishmen even scalping each other on the battlefields.  

