Using Different Types of Sources -Slavery in the Colonies

In 1619, the first twenty Africans arrived in Jamestown Virginia, a colony desperate for labor.   Whether or not these first African Americans were regarded as slaves or indentured servants is not known.  However  since by this time over a million blacks had already been brought from Africa to South America and the Caribbean to work as slave, it seems likely that these blacks were regarded from the outset as slaves. Slaves were not the immediate answer to the labor problem in Virginia; we need to see how this came to be the case.  We will not at this time look closely at the conditions of slavery; that is a topic for another day. 
Directions:  Answer the questions after examining the documents below.  
1. For what reason was it hard to attract paid laborers in America?  
2. What was another source of labor, besides Native Americans and Africans, for the earliest colonists of the Chesapeake colonies, especially Virginia? Why did this source of labor become increasingly less attractive?  
3. Were slaves used in both the northern and southern colonies?  At the beginning of the War for Independence, approximately what percentage of slaves existed in northern colonies? 
4. In what colonies was the use of slave labor especially high?  In what colonies was the use of slave labor especially low? Be careful.
5. During what decades did the number of slaves most dramatically rise?
6. Why would investment in a slave be a risky proposition during the first years of the Chesapeake settlements? Are there any other reasons why European laborers might have been favored at first? 
7. For what reasons may slaves have become more attractive over time? Look for several reasons! 
8. What is the connection between large scale planting and slave labor?  What is the connection between subsistence agriculture and slavery? You may need to research where these types of agriculture were practiced. Cite evidence. 
Slave Population in the Colonies
	Year
	Slaves in the North
	Slaves in the South
	Total Slaves in the US

	1650
	880
	720
	1600

	1660
	1162
	1758
	2920

	1670
	1125
	3410
	4535

	1680
	1895
	5076
	6971

	1690
	3340
	13,389
	16,729

	1700
	5206
	22,611
	27,817

	1710
	8303
	36,563
	44,866

	1720
	14,091
	54,748
	68,839

	1730
	17,323
	73,698
	91,021

	1740
	23,958
	126,066
	150,024

	1750
	30,222
	206,198
	236,420

	1760
	40,033
	285,773
	325,806

	1770 
	48,460
	411,362
	456,822


Ratio of Servants to Slaves in Virginia
	1680 –84
	1.9 to 1

	1685 –89
	0.27 to 1

	1690 – 94
	0.07 to 1


Estimate of blacks, nearly all slaves, as a percentage of the population in the American Colonies
	Colony
	1680
	1690
	1700
	1710
	1720
	1730
	1750
	1770

	N’ Hamp
	3.6
	2.4
	2.6
	2.6
	1.8
	1.8
	2.0
	1.0

	Mass
	.4
	.8
	1.4
	2.1
	2.3
	2.4
	2.2
	1.8

	RI
	5.8
	5.9
	5.1
	4.9
	4.7
	9.8
	10.1
	7.1

	Conne
	.3
	.9
	1.7
	1.9
	1.9
	1.9
	2.73.1
	3.1

	N’York
	12.2
	12
	11.8
	13
	15.5
	14.3
	14.3
	11.7

	N’Jers
	5.9
	5.6
	6
	6.7
	7.7
	8
	7.5
	7

	Penn
	3.7
	2.4
	2.4
	6.4
	6.5
	2.4
	2.4
	2.4

	Dela
	5.5
	5.5
	5.5
	13.6
	13.2
	5.2
	5.2
	5.2

	Maryl
	9
	9.0
	10.9
	18.6
	18.9
	19
	30.8
	31.5

	Virgi
	6.9
	17.6
	27.9
	29.5
	30.3
	26.3
	43.9
	41.9

	N’Caro
	3.9
	4
	3.9
	5.9
	14.1
	20
	25.7
	35.3

	S’Caro
	15.7
	38.5
	42.9
	37.7
	70
	66.7
	61
	60.5

	Georgi
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	19.2
	45.5


Assorted facts: 
1. From a seventeenth century New York planter, “our chief loss is from want of white hands.  The hopes of having land of their own and becoming independent of Landlords is what chiefly induces people into America and they think they have never answered the design of their coming till they have purchased land which as soon as possible.”   
2.  Only after the Anglo-Dutch War of 1664 – 67 was English naval superiority over the Dutch established.  Shortly thereafter, in 1672, the Royal African Company with a theoretical  monopoly of the English slave trade was formed.  Despite the demand of the British planters in the West Indies the Royal African Company was unable to supply a sufficient quantity of slaves. In 1698, the monopoly was lifted. 
3. In Maryland the average net worth of the richest 10% increased 241% between 1656 – 83 and 1713 – 19. 
4. Although more than four times as many slaves as servants were listed in the wills of 1751 – 60  in 1753 and 1754, there were fifty four notices of fugitive servants and only seventeen of slaves. 
5. Virginia was a deathtrap for the first twenty five years of its existence.  The life expectancy was very low and the death rate throughout this period was comparable only to that found in Europe during the peak years of a plague. After 1640 the death rate due to disease began to decline and the population began a quick rise. 
6. During the 1660s and 1670s there was a growing class of poverty stricken Virginians.  In 1676 it was estimated that 25% of Virginian men possessed no land.  These were predominantly young single men with guns. This group was feared.  In 1673 Governor Berkeley wrote of his colony when faced Dutch pirates, “at least one third are single freedmen or men very much in debt, both which we may reasonable expect upon any small advantage the enemy may gain upon us, would revolt in hopes of bettering their condition by Sharing the Plunder of the country with them.” (sic)
7. Between 1600 and 1675, there was widespread unemployment in England. This unemployment was greatly feared.  The landless poor were seen as a threat to public order and safety. It was believed that only with land could one be independent.  It was feared that the poor could be enlisted by powerful men who might use them to overthrow the state.   These “sturdy beggars” often agreed to be indentured servants; for “free” passage to the Americas and tools and land when they completed their “indentures” they worked for a period of as many as seven years for the individual who paid their passage.  (Think Rome – a society with which the educated were very familiar.)
8. In 1676 Bacon’s Rebellion forced the governor to flee the Virginia capital. Bacon condemned the government for unjust taxes, putting favorites in high positions, monopolizing the beaver trade and not protecting the frontiersmen from Indians.  His followers were freed indentured servants. 
9. It was written by the House of Burgesses in 1700, “The Christian Servants in this country for the most part consists of the Worser Sort of the people of Europe.  And since… such numbers of Irish and other Nations have brought in of which a great many have been soldiers in the late wars that according to our present Circumstances we can hardly governe them and they were fitted with Armes and had the Opertunity of meeting together we have just reason to fears they may rise upon us.” (sic)
10.  In Virginia and Maryland the headright system was used to encourage the importation of workers.  Under its terms, whoever paid the passage of a laborer received the right to acquire fifty acres of land free of charge.  Masters –not servants themselves – thus reaped the benefits of landownership from the headright system. 
